
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-I4S0 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



10/069,798 



02/28/2002 



Mamoni Shoji 



513 7590 09/20/2006 

wenderoth, lind & ponack, l.l.p. 

2033 K street N. W. 
suite 800 

WASHINGTON, DC 20006-1021 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



2002-0295A 



CONFIRMATION NO. 
3904 



EXAMINER 



BATTAGLIA, MICHAEL V 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2627 

DATE MAILED: 09/20/2006 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

10/069.798 


Applicant(s) 
SHOJI ETAL 


Examiner 
Michael V. Battaglia 


Art Unit 

2627 





~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 
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Status 

1)S Responsive to comnriunication(s) filed on 13 July 2006 , 
2a)l3 This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fomrial matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Exparfe Quayle, 1935 CD, 11. 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) 13 Claim(s) 17-21 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 17-21 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
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9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) K The drawing(s) filed on 24 January 2005 is/are: a)^ accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing{s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 17-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Nagata et al 
(hereafter Nagata) (US 6,456,584). 

In regard to claim 17, Nagata discloses recording method for recording data to a multi- 
layer optical disc (Fig. 5, element 301) having at least a first recording layer ("first information 
layer" of Col. 15, lines 20-25 and 54-62) and a second recording layer ("second information 
layer" of Col. 15, lines 20-25 and 54-62) which is located farther away from a laser beam source 
("laser light source" of Col. 15, line 44) than the first recording layer (Col. 15, lines 20-25), each 
recording layer having a data recording area divided into a plurality of zones ("regions" of Col. 
15, lines 29-35), the recording method comprising: controlling movement of an optical head 
(Fig. 5, element 3 1 1) fi-om which a laser beam is emitted for recording information on the optical 
disc (Fig. 6 and Col. 15, line 42-CoL 16, line 21); and recording the information on the optical 
disc as the optical head is controlled by the controlling, wherein the controlling comprising 
controlling the movement of the optical head such that, after confirming that a specific zone 
(region of the "Incident Position" of Fig. 6) in the first recording layer is recorded on (Fig. 6, 
steps S22 and S24), the recording on the second recording layer is effected at a radial position of 
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the optical disc which is the same as that of the specific zone of the first recording layer (Fig. 6, 
step S20). 

In regard to claim 18, Nagata discloses a recording apparatus for recording data to a 
muhi-layer optical disc (Fig. 5, element 301) having at least a first recording layer ("first 
information layer" of Col. 15, lines 20-25 and 54-62) and a second recording layer ("second 
information layer" of Col. 15, lines 20-25 and 54-62) which is located farther away from a laser 
beam source ("laser light source" of Col. 15, line 44) than the first recording layer (Col. 15, lines 
20-25), each recording layer having a data recording area divided into a plurality of zones 
("regions" of Col. 15, lines 29-35), the recording apparatus comprising: an optical head (Fig. 5, 
element 311) operable to emit a laser beam for recording information on the optical disc (Col. 

15, lines 42-47); a driver (Fig. 5, element 316) operable to move the optical head; and a 
controller (Fig. 5, element 321) operable to control the driver (Fig. 6 and Col. 15, line 42-Col, 

16, line 21), wherein the controller is operable to control the driver such that, after confirming 
that a specific zone (region of the "Incident Position" of Fig. 6) in the first recording layer is 
recorded on (Fig. 6, steps S22 and S24), the recording on the second recording layer is effected 
at a radial position of the optical disc which is the same as that of the specific zone of the first 
recording layer (Fig. 6, step S20). 

In regard to claim 19, Nagata discloses the apparatus of claim 19, which corresponds to 
the apparatus of claim 18 (see rejection of claim 18 above). 

In regard to claim 20, Nagata discloses the method of claim 20, which corresponds to the 
controlling of the method of claim 17 (see rejection of claim 17 above). 
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In regard to claim 21, Nagata discloses the program of claim 21, which corresponds to 
the controlling of the method of claim 17 (see rejection of claim 17 above). It is noted that the 
program of Nagata (Fig. 6) is inherently on a computer readable medium for the program to be 
executed from the computer apparatus of Nagata (Fig. 5). 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 17-21 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

3. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1. 136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael V. Battaglia whose telephone number is (571) 272-7568. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8:30-5:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William R. Korzuch can be reached on (571) 272-7589. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this appUcation or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published appUcations 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or PubUc PAIR, Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Michael V. BattagUa 




WILLIAM KORZUCH 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2600 




